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There’s much, much more. Just under the “Hunting” tab 
of www.nssf.org alone you’ll find a library of videos on 
subjects such as getting your bird dog ready for the season, 
winghsooting safety and how to prep for your first elk 
hunt, among others. We also have a link that lets you print 
your own targets, great for making sure that rifle’s sighted 
correctly or getting some extra practice in before you head 
to your tree stand, and there’s a terrific link that lets you 
send a personalized email postcard invitation to a friend 
asking them to join you on a hunt. 

Let’s not forget about safety—in fact, let’s make that 
your first priority every time you pick up your firearm to 
practice, go hunting with it, clean it, put it away for safe 
storage or even just pick it up to admire it. The “How to 
Get Started” link under that same “Hunting” tab has loads 
of safety information, including a full list of firearms 
handling safety rules and links to finding a hunter education 
course near you. When you’re done there, click on the 
big “Safety” tab back at the top of www.nssf.org. There 
you’ll find a library of firearms safety videos, links to 
finding safety courses, downloadable literature on firearms 
safety and wildfire prevention (which should be part of 
any safe hunter’s knowledge bank when using firearms 
outdoors), a full catalog of safety materials teachers can 
access and information on NSSF’s Project ChildSafe and 
“Own it? Respect it. Secure it.” nationwide firearms safety 
campaigns. 

No matter what game you pursue this season, NSSF 
wishes you the best of luck. Enjoy this special time afield, 
whether it’s time by yourself in an evening deer blind 
or pushing the pheasant fields with a dozen friends and 
family members, but above all else be safe in what you 
do—because safe is what makes these great times great 
memories.
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On July 30th-31st, in La Grande, Oregon I had the opportunity to go to 
my third Project Appleseed shoot. I have gone to Appleseed since I was 10. 
It helps beginning shooters become a much better shot. It sure helped me 
become a better shooter. I first went to Project Appleseed to learn how to 
shoot iron sights when I was 10, and this time, I learned how to shoot better 
using a scope. 

 Appleseed is a marksmanship training course that was started in 2006 by 
Jack Dailey “Fred.”  It is a non-profit organization run by The Revolutionary 
War Veterans Association (RWVA), and all of the instructors are non-paid 
volunteers. Project Appleseed focuses on traditional precision marksmanship 
training. Its goal is “teaching every American our shared heritage and history 
as well as traditional rifle marksmanship skills.” It also teaches rifleman’s 
cadence which is where you shoot every natural respiratory pause. Appleseed 
teaches how to use a sling as a way to stabilize yourself and “NPOA” which 
is Natural Point of Aim.

Project Appleseed
By Macey Tadlock (13)

• Sight alignment; lining up rear and 
front sights together

• Sight picture; aligning your sights 
on target

• Respiratory pause; at the end of the 
breath after exhaling do not inhale 
for about 3 seconds

• (a) Focus your eye on the front sight 
(b) Focus your mind on keeping the 
front sight on target

• Trigger squeeze; slowly pull trigger 
till click and slowly release until 
reset point 

• (a) Follow through; hold trigger (b) 
Call your shot

 At Appleseed there are 6 
steps of firing a shot:



STANDARD FEATURES:
• Accommodates Over 160 Calibers
• Uses Standard 7/8” x 14 Dies
• Loading Rate: 500-600 Rds./Hr.
• Comes With One Caliber Conversion
• Interchangeable Toolhead Assembly
• Automatic Powder Measure
• Automatic Primer System
• Lifetime Warranty

RL 550B
Progressive Reloader

Dillon Precision’sDillon Precision’s

dillonprecision.com
For FREE Catalog # K05-14690, call 800-762-3845
dillonprecision.com

Pictured here with 
optional accessories:

.45 ACP Die Set              K05-14404
Strong Mount                 K05-22051
Alum. Roller Handle       K05-17950
Low Powder Sensor        K05-16306
Aluminum Bullet Tray     K05-22214
RL 550 Toolholder with Wrench Set
                                      K05-11541
Cartridge Case Bin/Bracket
                                      K05-11185
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Project Appleseed

During the two days, you are at Appleseed the 
instructors tell stories of April 19th, 1775 “when 
marksmanship made history.” The stories you hear 
over these two days are not ones that are taught in 
school. The main purpose of Project Appleseed is 
to teach history, heritage, marksmanship, and to 
get more youth and get people of all ages involved 
in shooting. There were only seven teens/kids, 
including me, shooting that weekend.   

I had a lot of fun at Appleseed and improved a lot. 
The overall experience of the course was great; it was 
very instructional and very easy to learn. I learned 
how to shoot better in prone, sitting, kneeling, and 
standing. I improved the most on standing and 
sitting. I also learned how to shoot with a loop sling 
which helped stabilize me when shooting in prone 
and sitting. At the end of each day, we shot an 
“AQT” which is Appleseed Qualifying Test and the 
instructors score your test and give you points based 
on 250 points. 210-250 points is considered expert 
“Rifleman,” 170-209 is considered sharpshooter, 
125-169 is considered marksman and under 125 is 
unqualified. My best one was 146; marksman. The 
“AQT” is actually from the Army and is called the 
“Army Qualification Test.” I plan to go to as many 
Appleseeds as possible and to get Rifleman.  My 
favorite thing that I shot that weekend was a target 
that everyone there stapled a peppermint on and shot 
at it to try and bust it. 
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The Burris Eliminator II 4-16X
By Cameron Burke (17)

When I was first issued the Burris 
Eliminator scope, I was intrigued by 
the name, “The Eliminator.”  When 
I was told what kind of scope it was 
and what it did, I was shocked. The 
scope has an integrated range finder 
and displays a small orange dot in the 
reticle that tells you exactly where to 
hold over! I never knew a scope like the 
Eliminator existed. I mounted the scope 
on my Seekins 6.5 Creedmoor AR-10. 
The combination of the two was perfect 
because with the integrated range finder 
and the AR platform it made for a setup 
that allowed me to quickly acquire and 
range targets, as well as, execute quick 
follow up shots. With the displayed 
hold over feature, I was able to shoot 
out to 710 yards with authority. I did 
have some trouble mounting it on a 
rifle with the mounts that came with it 
because it was simply too big. So, we 
used a mounting system we had in our 
spare parts, and it worked out perfectly. 

The scope is not noticeably heavier, 
even though it is a larger scope. The 
reticle in the scope is great for long-
range shooting. What makes the optic 
even more amazing, besides the great 
reticle and the integrated range finder, 
is the hold over feature that puts a small 
orange dot where you are aiming for the 
distance of the shot. This feature would 
be great for hunting and especially for 
hunting coyotes, where you could be 
engaging multiple targets at a time and 
don’t have time to adjust your Data On 
Personal Equipment (DOPE) or Data 
Observed from Previous Engagements. 
This feature completely saves you from 
having to come off of the gun to range 
find it and adjust your DOPE.  The 

system makes it so you can stay on the 
gun and on target for the entire range 
finding and adjustment portion of your 
shot. I own a Sig Kilo and wanted to 
compare the rangefinder in the scope 
to the Kilo. The Eliminator scope 
was actually only one yard off, out to 
600 yards! I was very pleased with its 
performance. If someone is looking 
for a fast ranging and shooting system, 
for hunting or competition, I would 
definitely give the Eliminator by Burris 
a look.
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The Burris Eliminator II 4-16X
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USPSA  Area 8 Junior Camp
By Emily Cutts (13)

It all started when my mom signed me 
up for the USPSA Area 8 Junior Camp. 
I was really nervous that I would not 
know anyone and that I was not going 
to know what to do. So the next thing 
I knew we were packing for camp. 
When we arrived at the hotel, I started 
realizing that it was not going to be that 
bad because I already knew someone 
who was going there, my friend Max 
Friedman! So when we got to our hotel 
the night before the camp started, the 
director of this whole thing, Mr. Steve 
Thomas, set up a pool party for everyone 
to meet each other. When we got there, I 
had a blast. I even got to meet Mr. Todd 
Jarrett before the first day of camp! So 
after the party, we went back to our hotel 
and were already getting things ready for 
the next day. 

The next morning, I was up early for 
the first day of camp. When we finally 
got to the camp, as we were walking up 
to the range, I saw Harrison Layton that 
I shoot with back home so I knew I was 
going to be fine and have an awesome 
time. When I got all settled, I went up to 
check in and pick up my bag and ammo 
can, I was really happy with what I got. I 
got a lot of cool things like a cool water 
bottle, a gift card to Brusters and a bunch 
of other cool things as well. We all got a 
jersey to wear to camp which I loved. 
The next thing I had to do was load my 
magazines. After that, we all got called 
up to receive the information about what 
was going to happen. After about one 
hour of info, we got to shooting, we first 
went over trigger control. When we got 
up to the line, Mr. Todd Jarrett told us to 
point our pistol down range and watch 
your sights. Meanwhile, he put his finger 
on the trigger of my gun and slowly 
pulled it back until it went off. He did 
this to show us how we should pull the 
trigger. Also helping us was the amazing 
Carrie Carlson. 

We also learned about magazine 
changes, watching our front sights, and 
watching our feet as we move from box 
to box. During that whole process, we 
also learned about drawing from our 
holster. So after the first day we all 
became friends and had a great time. 
Some of the people I met were Cameron, 
Vincenza, and Travis aka Monkey Boy. 

The next morning, we headed to the 
second and last day of camp and we 
practiced moving from box to box, how 

to keep control of the gun, and they also 
set up a course like in USPSA, and we 
shot it. We all had an awesome time. 
After we got done with the first couple 
of things we went on to the course. 
When I was up, I applied all of the 
skills I learned to help me throughout 
the course. Of course, I had a jam, but 
that did not stop me from completing 
the course! After we had finished all of 
the shooting, we kind of had an ice war! 
We all grabbed a hand full of ice to put 
them down each other’s backs to help us 
cool off a bit. But after that, we helped 
take everything apart and take the course 
apart also. It was now the last part of the 
camp so we all said our goodbyes and 
we even got our jerseys signed by Mr. 
Steve, Mr. Todd Jarrett, and even Miss 
Carrie Carlson! What a great time I had. 
Thank you, Mr. Steve, Mr. Todd Jarrett, 
and Miss Carrie Carlson for taking their 

time to come down to help all of us 
Jr’s. Also, I would like to thank all 
of the sponsors who gave us some 
really cool swag! Once again thanks to 
Lower Providence Rod and Gun Club 
for hosting the camp.

I think this was an amazing 
experience to be trained by the best 
in the sport, meeting other kids that 
have the same interest in shooting 
as I do and taking away the skills of 
watching your feet when moving from 
box to box so you don’t trip or fall, 
when to do your mag changes while in 
motion and watching your sights - not 
focusing on your trigger pull.  I will be 
applying everything I learned to help 
make me a better shooter. All of these 
little things can help to take time off 
your score and the smaller the time, 
the better chance you have to rank 
higher.
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USPSA  Area 8 Junior Camp
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USPSA Carry Optics Division
By James Delambert (17)

For those of you that shoot USPSA and/or Steel Challenge, 
or are considering doing so, there is a newer division 
available to shoot, called Carry Optics. It started last Fall but 
is growing in popularity. I think this new division will grow 
quickly, so thought it was worthy of an article.

What is Carry Optics, you may ask? Carry Optics is a 
provisional division in the USPSA that basically allows a 
person to shoot a Production Division gun with a dot sight 
that is attached to the slide between the rear sight and the 
ejection port. The slide can be milled, but only as required to 
insert optical sights. See USPSA Appendix D7 Provisional, 
for details as to what is acceptable to compete in Carry 
Optics.

One of the perks of being sponsored by Grayguns and Sig 
Sauer is I get to try out exciting new Sig Sauer products. 
A few weeks ago at Production Nationals , Bruce Gray 
offered to let me shoot a Sig P320 RX for the first Carry 
Optic Nationals. Of course, I could not say no to that! I loved 
the gun and shot it pretty well, even with no practice time 
available in advance. I For those of you that shoot USPSA 
and/or Steel Challenge, or are considering doing so, there 
is a newer division available to shoot, called Carry Optics. 
It started last Fall but is growing in popularity. I think this 
new division will grow quickly, so thought it was worthy of 
an article.

What is Carry Optics, you may ask? Carry Optics is a 
provisional division in the USPSA that basically allows a 
person to shoot a Production Division gun with a dot sight 
that is attached to the slide between the rear sight and the 
ejection port. The slide can be milled, but only as required to 
insert optical sights. See USPSA Appendix D7 Provisional, 
for details as to what is acceptable to compete in Carry 
Optics.

One of the perks of being sponsored by Grayguns and Sig 
Sauer is I get to try out exciting new Sig Sauer products. 
A few weeks ago at Production Nationals , Bruce Gray 
offered to let me shoot a Sig P320 RX for the first Carry 
Optic Nationals. Of course, I could not say no to that! I loved 
the gun and shot it pretty well, even with no practice time 
available in advance. I was fortunate enough to become 
the 1st Junior Carry Optics National Champion, which was 
an honor. I enjoyed it so much that I shot it at the Area 5 
Championships as well. Part of the reason I love it is because 
my primary gun is the Sig Sauer P320 and to convert to the 
Carry Optics gun, I simply replace my slide and I’m off to 

the races. I get the thrill of shooting a new dot gun, with the 
comfort and familiarity of my everyday platform. 

The P320 RX is a standard P320 platform with a milled 
slide from the factory, fitting a Sig Sauer Romeo 1 reflex 
sight. It also includes front and rear tall night sights. I see 
several markets for the P320 RX for those of us in the shooting 
sports. It is great for those people who’ve wanted to shoot a 
quality red dot gun in competition, but can’t afford to play 
with the millionaires in the Open Division. Now for about 
$800 you can shoot USPSA Carry Optics and not break the 
bank. Additionally, for those who’s eyes aren’t what they used 
to be (i.e. mom and dad perhaps?), the red dot brings new life 
to the shooting game. For myself, I see great potential for 
the Romeo 1 to assist me in my training. Using a dot helps 
me to find flaws in my grip and trigger control, that I can’t 
see as easily using conventional iron sights. My main focus 
personally is Production Division, but I will continue to shoot 
the RX as well, because it is so much fun, and fun is the real 
reason we doing this sport right? So, I think it will help my 
shooting game all around and I intend to shoot some Steel 
Challenge matches with the P320 RX, as well. 

In addition to Sig Sauer there are other large firearms 
manufacturers offering optics ready packages. Suppliers such 
as Glock, Smith and Wesson, and FN currently have optics 
ready packages. As the division grows, I believe we’ll see 
more offerings from other manufacturers. I believe Carry 
Optics is here to stay and I welcome the division.

My current set up for Carry Optics is as follows: Sig Sauer 
P320 RX with a Grayguns Competition Action Package, a 
Grayguns Fat Guide Rod with a 13lbs 1911 recoil spring, and 
P320 Grip Module-Textured Competition Grip. It’s a great 
package and with cutting edge master gunsmiths like Bruce 
Gray constantly innovating the platform, I look to even more 
exciting upgrades in the future.
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Having moved their gear to their 
respective firing points, several shooters 
begin preparing themselves for their 
relay. The shirts of many are already 
drenched in sweat, a consequence of 
the stifling humidity. Despite the heat, 

High Power Service RiFLe
By Serena Juchnowski (17)

Sitting: I prefer the crossed-leg sitting position. Some prefer other 
variations such as crossed ankle. Every shooter must develop a sitting 

position that works for him/her. 

Malvern 200 Yd Range: View of 
the targets from Alliance Rifle 

Club’s two-hundred-yard range.

Prone: Prone is the 
most stable position 
due to the number 
of triangles in the 

position and number 
of points of contact 

with the ground. 
I wear tape on my 
glasses so that I 

only focus with my 
dominant (right) eye. 

each shooter pulls on a sweatshirt of 
some kind, followed by a heavy jacket, 
cinched tightly with buckles. To the 
unfamiliar observers, this practice 
may seem not only peculiar but also 
bordering on insanity. To high power 
shooters, wearing two layers, if not 
more, is simply a part of the game.

High power service rifle, like three-
gun, small bore, or any other shooting 
discipline, has its own rules, equipment, 
and standard course of fire. There exist 
two sets of rules, those published by 
the National Rifle Association (NRA) 
and those published by the Civilian 
Marksmanship Program (CMP). The 
differences are subtle, such as whether 
one should load for rapid-fire on a closed 
or open bolt, and really only applicable 
to those shooting matches competitively. 
The basics of high power remain the 
same. High power service rifle draws 
its roots from the military and training 
for combat. Thus, it is natural that those 
firearms deemed “service rifles,” or 
those legal for high power competition, 
including the M1, M14, M16, and their 
civilian counterparts. The rulebooks 
list the exact specifications for a rifle 
to be “legal” for competition. While 
some competitors choose to build rifles, 
firearms manufacturers such as Rock 
River Arms and Armalite produce 
“National Match” rifles that already 
meet these specifications. The most 
popular service rifle in use today is the 
AR-15, the civilian version of the M16, 
so I shall speak in terms of it while 
explaining the basics of high power. 
A service rifle may be equipped with 
traditional iron sights, or with a scope 

The sun beats down 
upon the firing line.
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High Power Service RiFLe

Other basic equipment includes a 
shooting jacket, glove, mat, stool, and a 
spotting scope. The jacket and optional 
sweatshirt underneath serve to tighten 
up one’s position. The gloves provide a 
better grip. The mat provides stability 
in addition to cushioning the ground. A 
stool is useful for carrying equipment 
while a spotting scope allows one to 
note the locations and values of one’s 
shots, shown by spotters, and make 
sight adjustments if necessary.

Every range may have a different 
course of fire depending upon space and 
time. Most official matches follow the 
National Match course of fire or some 
variation thereof. The National Match 
course has no sighting rounds, those 
fired only to confirm zeroes and not 
for the record, while other courses may 
allow one or two sighting shots.

The first stage is slow-fire standing 
at 200 yards. Shooters are to fire ten 
shots in a time limit of ten minutes. The 
second stage is rapid-fire sitting at 200 
yards. Shooters are to fire ten rounds 
in sixty seconds with a magazine 
change. Speaking in terms of the AR-
15, shooters are to load one magazine 
with two rounds and a second with 
eight rounds. The third stage is rapid-
fire prone at 300 yards. Shooters are to 
fire ten rounds, with magazines loaded 

Standing: Serena finishing a string of slow-fire 
standing shots during junior rifle practice

My Rock River service rifle is 
outfitted custom to me. I have 

added weight to the buttstock to 
reduce movement while shooting 
standing. I also choose to use a 

Turner leather sling and a Geissele 
trigger. 

not exceeding 4.5x magnification. The 
use of optics was just legalized in 2016. 
Formerly all service rifle competitors 
were required to shoot using a front 
post and rear aperture. Each rifle also 
must have some sort of sling, whether it 
be a military web sling or a leather one. 
Slings must also adhere to National 
Match standards. One will find that 
service rifle is highly regulated to 
maintain a standard that attempts to keep 
all shooters on the same level. Those 
desiring more freedom with accessories 

and rifle components may pursue a 
match rifle. The match rifle follows the 
same course of fire as high power service 
rifle but has less stringent regulations 
for rifle components and accessories. 
While service rifle competitors must 
keep to the specifications, there are 
options. One may choose to pair a Rock 
River lower with a White Oak upper 
or swap his or her factory trigger out 
for a Geissele. These are merely some 
examples of how one can customize a 
rifle while keeping to the standards.  



34 www.juniorshooters.net

View of the targets from the two-hundred-yard line on Camp Perry’s Viale Range. The targets are not all in 
alignment as every shooter fires at a different pace during slow-fire stages.

Clean Rapid-Fire Prone: An example of a clean rapid-fire prone target 
fired at 200 yards instead of 300 yards due to range limitations. A clean 

target is one with all shots in the ten-ring or X-ring. 

Above: Standing-20 
Shots: An example 

of a very good 
standing target: 

193-4x. I fired this 
string of twenty 

slow-fire standing 
shots in August 

2016. 

“two and eight” as for rapid-fire, sitting, 
in a time limit of seventy seconds. CMP 
rules require that shooters stand before 
a rapid-fire and then get into position, 
while NRA rules allow shooters to 
remain in position (sitting or prone) 
before firing.  The last stage of fire is 
slow-fire prone at 600 yards. Shooters 
are to fire twenty rounds in twenty 
minutes. 

Every shot is worth ten points. Scoring 
Rings specify an X, ten, nine, eight, 
seven, six, and five. Anything outside 
of these rings is considered a miss. 
An X is counted as ten, but it is more 
desirable as it is in the center of the ten 
ring. This provides another challenge 
to competitors as one can always work 
not only to increase scores, but X-count 
as well. Scores are recorded for each 
stage. A stage with ten shots will be out 
of a total of 100 points while a stage 
with twenty shots will be out of a total 
of 200 points. By adding the individual 
totals of each stage, one can calculate 
the aggregate. For the National Match 
course of fire, an aggregate is out of a 
total of 500 points. 

Shooters may use slings in sitting and 
prone, but not in standing. The sling, 
however, must remain attached to the 
rifle. Standing is considered the most 
unstable position and for many is the 
most difficult to master. Each position 
has its challenges, though. For example, 
the wind becomes a large factor at 600 
yards. Across the course, high power 
shooters are subject to environmental 
changes and factors including snow, 
rain, sun, and temperature.

More advanced ranges, especially 
those used for matches, have pits and 
target pullers. Target pullers stand in 
the pits, a secure area underneath the 
targets. The bullets go over the pits and 
safely into a bullet-impact area. The 
targets are on pulley systems, allowing 
individuals to pull them up and down 
to mark shots. Target-pullers place a 
black spotter in the shot hole for shots 
in the white and a white spotter in the 
shot hole for shots in the black. This 
allows shooters and scorers (those 
recording scores at the line) to see the 
location of a particular shot through a 

spotting scope. Before the match, every 
shooter is familiarized with a system 
of conveying shot values (X, 10, 9, 
8, 7, 6, 5, miss). For instance, a ten is 
conveyed to the firing line by placing 
a white spotter in the shot hole and a 
scoring disk in the bottom right corner 
of the target. An eight is conveyed by a 
black spotter and a scoring disk placed 
in the bottom left corner of the target. 
Each shot value has a specific place 
for the scoring disk on the edges of the 
target frame. This system is only used 
for slow-fire strings. During rapid-
fire strings, all target pullers run their 
targets up at the same time and pull 
them down simultaneously when time 
has run out. Golf tees are used to mark 
shot locations, while a chalkboard hung 
on the corner of the target is used to 
convey scores to the line. Every shooter 
must serve his/her turn in the pits so 
that the relay that pulled targets for him/
her can shoot.

High power service rifle is a fun 
discipline that promotes marksmanship 
and encourages camaraderie. In 
my experience, I have found all 
shooters, but especially high-power 
shooters, very nice and helpful. Often, 
experienced shooters will lend newer 

shooters equipment or offer them 
helpful tips, even during matches. Time 
spent in the pits also allows for some 
very interesting conversation. Those 
looking to try high power without 
investing in equipment can consult 
local clubs and ranges to inquire about 
high power matches and/or programs. 
Many clubs have junior high power 
programs that will supply juniors with 
ammunition, equipment, and coaching. 
Another fantastic opportunity is the 
Small Arms Firing School (SAFS) held 
at Camp Perry, Ohio during the National 
Matches and at CMP Games events 
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Clean Rapid-Fire Sitting: 
A clean target is one with 
all shots in the ten-ring or 
X-ring. The chalkboard, 
hung above the target, is 
used to convey the scores 
to the line. This is one of 

my 100-7x rapid-fire sitting 
cleans fired from the two-

hundred-yard line.

across the country. Camp Perry is a National Guard training 
facility on Lake Erie that hosts the National Rifle and Pistol 
Matches every year. The Rifle Small Arms Firing School, 
open to adults and juniors, is a two-day event with a class and 
training on the first day and a match on the second. Members 
of the Army Marksmanship Unit help each participant to learn 
the positions and fire rounds from each. Forty rounds are fired 
all from the 200-yard line, ten from each position (slow-fire 
standing, rapid-fire sitting, rapid-fire prone, slow-fire prone). 
This is not only a great introduction to high power but also a 
chance for shooters to earn Excellence-in-Competition (EIC) 
points towards a Distinguished Rifleman’s Badge. I attended 
the SAFS in 2015 with my dad and had a wonderful time! 
Individuals travel from all across the country to attend the 
SAFS and National Matches. I hope to see you all at Camp 
Perry next summer! 



2016 SCTP Texas State ChampsSCTP 2016 NationalsBy Tom Wondrash
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The 2016 SCTP National Championships are in the books and a success they were!
Over 2200 athletes representing 200 teams from 28 states participated in the yearly event held this year at the 

Cardinal Shooting Center in Marengo, Ohio.
Over 876,000 competition targets alone were thrown at this year’s event along with roughly another 100,000 

thrown for side games and fun. Not to mention of course, the 
practice rounds consisting of another 35,000 – 40,000 totaling 
well over a million targets thrown!

Teams from around the country earned top spots amongst the 
different disciplines. In the Skeet competition, teams like the 
Lake Oconee Shotgun Team (GA), Henry County Team (TN), 
and the Haywood Young Guns (TN) rounded out some of the top 
spots. Sporting Clays seen The Rocky Mountain Clay Busters 
(CO) taking top honors along with the Young Guns at Quail 
Creek (FL) and the Brookline Top Shots (GA) closely behind. 

Trap competition recognized 
the H.A.H.S. Cougars (PA), 
the North Scott Trap Team 
(IA) and the Gateway 
Claybusters (MO) rounding 
out the top positions.

High School Teams 
making their presence 
felt throughout all of the 
disciplines included the 
Central Falcons (WI), the 
Allen Eagles Competitive 
Shooting Team (TX), the 
Hudson Raiders (WI) and 
the Kettle Moraine Lasers 
(WI).
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This year’s event included for the first time, a Bunker 
Trap competition where the Lowell Red Arrows (MI), 
the Hudson Raiders (WI), the Allen Eagles Competitive 
Shooting Team (TX) and the B.H.S. Demons Shooting 
Team (WI) all seen top honors!

Congratulations to all of the teams that attended this great 
event in Ohio! For a full list of the winners, please check out 
our website at www.sssfonline.org and click on shoot results in 
the tool bar.

We hope to see many more teams in July of 2017!



• $5,000,000 Liability Policy that can include the school as 
an “also insured”.

• COMPLETE Background checks! The SCTP does a 
comprehensive background check on every coach!

• Coach Training….most of the SCTP coaches are certified 
Level I NRA/USAS/CMP Shotgun Coaches

• Shooting year that runs from September 1st through 
August 31st.

• Athletes from 4th & 5th grade through college can 
participate in our program.

• State, Regional and National Championships in both 
American and International disciplines.

• Competitions in Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays, International 
Skeet, Bunker Trap and Olympic Doubles.

• The SCTP is the “official” youth shooting program to Team 
USA and USA Shooting.

•  Junior Olympic Development Camps (JODC’s)….Athletes 
stay right at the Olympic Training Center!

• Team savings accounts through the Midway USA 
Foundation….and Endowment funds that we deposit.

• Raffle, new team start-up packages, Banquet packages 
available through us helping teams raise funds!

• Industry sponsored “special” gun prices for SCTP teams 
and athletes.

• Industry sponsored “special” ammo prices for SCTP 
teams and athletes.

• A registration and scoring system for all of our teams and 
coaches to use and track athletes.

• The SCTP gives out over $50,000 a year in scholarships 
to its athletes graduating from high school.

• Prizes! Last year alone the SCTP gave out over 30 guns 
at our national championships!

• Partnerships with Conservation groups like Pheasants 
Forever and the NWTF help support local teams.

•  And much, much more…..

JOIN
THE 
SCTPWHY 

?
The largest 
youth 
shooting 
program in 
the world!

Check out all the opportunities we offer our teams, athletes and coaches!

We currently have over 17,000 athletes/coaches across 
the country participating in our program encompassing 
45 states. Our teams are led by certified coaches and 
we carry a 5 million dollar liability policy on ALL of our 
members!

The SCTP is a National Youth Shooting Program focused on 
“Team”! There is no room for the win-at-all-cost attitude. Much like 
football, baseball, basketball and track, we help build school teams 
and conferences across the country and have been doing this since 
2001 when it started under the NSSF!

The SSSF or 
Scholastic Shooting 
Sports Foundation 
now implements this 
program:

1 2
3
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Scholastic Clay Target Program
165 Bay Ridge Lane
Burlington, WI 53105
Phone: 262-939-6664
www.sssfonline.com

By Tom Wondrash
SCTP National Director 

Check out all the opportunities we offer our teams, athletes and coaches!

You can be part of any and all other 
youth programs, the SCTP does not 
discriminate!

The SCTP placed four of our 
athletes on the US National Junior 
Team last year as a result of the 
National Competition we held in 
Colorado Springs, CO. last summer! 
This is the first time ever that this has 
happened and we are proud that it 
was done through our program!

We hope that you and your schools 
team will consider being part of the 
largest youth program in the world, 
the Scholastic Clay Target Program!

We welcome you to contact us 
with any questions you might have!

National Director of Development  
Scott Moniot

1-641-660-8409 
smoniot@sssfonline.com

Regional Field Representative
Chet Tuinstra

1-262-498-4260
ctuinstra@sssfonline.com
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• 32” PORTED BARREL 
• RAISED RIB
• TURKISH WALNUT 
   STOCK WITH 
   MONTE CARLO
• EXTENDED,
     KNURLED CHOKES
• TUNED TRIGGER

RACKING UP THE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS CZ 612 TRAP

2016 MISSOURI STATE FITASC PRELIM CHAMPION
2016 TEXAS DOVE HUNTER ASSOCIATION HOA -- 100 STRAIGHT!
2016 POWDER CREEK CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP M1
2015 BENELLI INVITATIONAL SPORTING CLAYS RUNNER UP
2015 MISSOURI STATE SPORTING CLAYS CHAMPION HOA
2015 MISSOURI STATE FITASC CHAMPION
22015 MISSOURI STATE SPORTING CLAYS PUMP CHAMPION
2015 MISSOURI STATE SPORTING CLAYS 12 GAUGE CHAMP
2015 IDAHO STATE SPORTING CLAYS OOS RUNNER UP
2015 US OPEN PUMP EVENT
2014 NEBRASKA STATE SPORTING CLAYS CHAMPIONSHIP 

PUMP EVENT -- 100 STRAIGHT!
22014 NSCA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS PUMP 

EVENT CHAMPION

$499 MSRP
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One of the greatest rifles of all 
time is the Remington “Rolling 

Block” single-shot rifle.  At first glance, 
it appears simple in its design but, it 
is ingeniously simple.  By referring 
to it is as being “ingeniously” simple 
is to realize that it took several years 
to refine the initial design into the 
Remington Model No. 1, which most of 
us are familiar with as the “Remington 
Rolling Block.”  The Remington Model 
No. 1 military rifles and carbines were 
used by armies all over the world.  
They were produced in huge quantities 
from 1867 until 1890 and in limited 
quantities until about 1900.  Konrad 
F Schreier, Jr., author of the book 
“Remington Rolling Block Firearms” 
states that Remington produced almost 
two million No.1 Military Rifles 
and that approximately an additional 
million and a half were produced by 
foreign arsenals licensed to do so by 
Remington.  The final version of the 
Rolling Block, introduced in 1897, was 
the Model No.5 which was made from 
steel rather than iron thus making it 
strong enough to be chambered for the 
new “smokeless powder” cartridges 
such as 7mm Mauser, .303 British, and 
.30-40 Krag.  Both Models No. 1 and 
No.5 were also produced as sporting 
and target rifles.  However, the most 
legendary of the Rolling Blocks are the 
long range “Creedmoor” target rifles of 
the 1870s and 1880s.  Those were the 
rifles used by three of the six members 
of the USA Shooting Team in 1874 at 
the first Creedmoor match competing 
against the rifle team from Ireland.

Pedersoli’s Version of 
the Rolling Block

For over four decades the Davide 
Pedersoli Company of Italy 

has been building reproductions of 
the famous Rolling Block rifle.  The 
Pedersoli rolling block rifles, although 
not identical, have been based upon 
the Remington Model No. 1 and are 
offered in a variety of configurations 
including military, sporting, and target 
rifles.   At the turn of the 21st Century, 
Pedersoli introduced a new target-rifle 
version named the John Bodine Rifle.   
In 2002 I received one of these rifles 
and it has been my pleasure to use it 
in a variety of competitions including 
BPCR Silhouette, gong matches, and 
long-range target shooting; much in 
the same manner as did John Bodine in 
1874.  But, one might ask, “Why is the 
rifle given the name John Bodine?”

John Bodine Rolling 
Block Target Rifle

Col. John Bodine

Col. John Bodine, at age 48, was the “Old Man” of the American team competing 
in the famous Long Range Target Match of 1874 when the American team 

defeated the Irish in what became known as the Creedmoor match.  Bodine, a 
skilled marksman, had been a Colonel in the New York Militia and was no doubt 
very familiar with the No.1 Remington due to such being the standard issue rifle 
for New York State.  Both Remington and Sharps had furnished custom built rifles 
for the historical match and Col. Bodine was using one of the Remington rifles.

  It is almost impossible to overstate the significance and national attention given 
to the 1874 international Irish vs. America match.  In today’s era, the only thing 

that comes close is the Olympics.  In the New York City area, thousands of people, 
especially Irish immigrants, gathered on Long Island to watch the event; so much 
so that the Long Island Railroad was virtually inundated.  It is estimated that over 
10,000 spectators were in attendance at times.  Throughout the area, wherever 
serviced by telegraph wires, people gathered to see the updated scores posted on 
bulletin boards as the results of each shot hummed across the wires in what almost 
certainly had to be the first “live update” sporting event. The 800-yard and 900-yard 
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John Bodine Rolling 
Block Target Rifle

By Kenny Durham

matches had taken place in the morning leaving the afternoon open for the 1,000-
yard event.  To add to the suspense, the 1,000-yard match was the last event of the 
day and John Bodine was the last shooter to finish.  The Irish had fired the 1,000-
yard match very quickly to take advantage of the cloud cover that had moved in 
over the range thereby providing shooting conditions similar to their homeland.  
Henry Fulton and John Bodine, both shooting Remingtons, had three shots each 
remaining.  Fulton completed his three final shots and Bodine had fired two of his 
three remaining shots, leaving the scores standing at 931 for the Irish and 930 for 
the Americans; one point behind.  Since a hit anywhere on the 12’ x 6’ target was 
worth 2 points, all Bodine had to do was to make sure he did not miss.  But, Col. 
Bodine needed a brief respite from the action, so he took up a bottle of ginger beer 
(ginger ale) and began to open it.  Carbonated beverages acted much the same 
in 1874 as they do now, and the glass bottle exploded in his hand resulting in a 
bad cut.   But, without loosing focus, Bodine took out a handkerchief, bandaged 
up his cut hand, and then lay down for his final shot.  In no hurry, he took aim 
several times, choosing not to fire until conditions and his sight picture were 

exactly to his liking.  Finally, when all 
was right, he broke the shot.  As the 
cloud of smoke drifted away and the 
report of the rifle faded to silence, the 
spotter indicated a “bull’s-eye” worth 
4 points giving the Americans the 
victory by 3 points.  The Americans 
had won the match!

A Target Rifle for 
Today’s Black Powder 

Cartridge Matches

The Pedersoli John Bodine rifle 
is designed for the exact same 

purposes for which John Bodine used 
his Rolling Block, long-range target 
shooting.  This is a well designed rifle 
for its intended purpose too.  The rifle 
is available in .45-70 Govt & .45-90 
(.45 x 2.4”) with a heavy octagon 30 
or 34” barrel. Additionally, what sets 
this model apart from all other rolling 
blocks is that it comes equipped from 
the factory with double set triggers; a 
feature not available from Remington 
nor allowed in Creedmoor matches of 
the 19th Century..  

In the spring of 2002, I received 
one of the John Bodine rifles from 

Navy Arms Co. for testing and to use 
in competitive BPCR matches.  This 
rifle, chambered for the .45-70 Govt., 
has a 30-inch heavy, straight octagon 
barrel that measures 1 1/8” at the 
receiver, and has no appreciable taper 
toward the muzzle.  Included were a 
Sharps-style globe front sight and a 
long-range Soule vernier tang sight of 
Pedersoli’s design.  The forearm has 
the traditional Remington forend cap 
but made of German silver rather than 
color cased iron.  The trigger guard 
bears the same graceful contours as 
did the original Remington sporting 
rifles.  Heretofore, equipping a rolling 
block with double set triggers was 
strictly a custom gunsmithing job.  
However, Pedersoli has equipped 
the Bodine with double set triggers 
that function perfectly.   The stocks 
are of European walnut, moderately 
dense and, although I would not 
consider the wood to fall into the 
“semi-fancy” class, it does bear some 
figure.  The butt stock has a level 
comb with no drop and is equipped 
with a shotgun buttplate, of which 
both features are desirable in a target 
rifle.  Additionally, the pistol grip is 
checkered in a simple pattern of about 
18 lines-per-inch to enhance one’s 
grip.  The wood is finished to a very 
pleasing satin luster but the pores are 

from Davide Pedersoli
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not completely filled.  The wood-to-
metal fit of the buttstock is excellent 
with only one minor exception; where 
the upper tang meets the back of the 
receiver.  Also, to facilitate holding 
the stock securely in place, the mating 
surface of the receiver has a slight 
forward taper toward the tangs, both 
upper and lower.  The overall lines of 
the rifle are graceful and flowing but 
in a more rugged, heavy-duty manner 
as opposed to the sleek, elegant lines 
of the original Remington Creedmoor 
rifles.  However, such is not really a 
fair comparison because the rules of 
the game today are different than they 
were in 1874 when set triggers were 
not allowed and rifles were restricted 
to a 10-pound weight limit.  This rifle 
weighs in at 12 pounds (with sights 
mounted) making it far less punishing 
on the shoulder when spitting out 
545 gr. bullets at 1,384 f.p.s.  John 
Bodine’s 10-pound rifle firing a .44 
cal. Bullet weighing 550 gr. atop 
90 gr. of black powder would have 
produced some stout recoil.  Also, 
this particular rifle, being under the 12 
lb. 2 oz. weight limit can be used in 
black powder cartridge rifle silhouette 
competition.  However, Pedersoli 
does offer a model named, “Rolling 
Block Silhouette” equipped with a 
lighter-weight barrel weighing in at a 
bit over 10 pounds.

Developing a Load for 
the John Bodine Rifle

When acquiring a new black 
powder cartridge rifle, I have 

settled on a simple method for loading 
ammunition for the initial testing.  
Ironically, the first ammunition 
that I handloaded for the rifle is the 
same load I have used since then.  It 
performs so well that I don’t want to 
mess with it.  

Here’s how it works. First, after 
selecting the style and weight 

of bullet to use, we determine what 
the overall length of a loaded round 
will be by incrementally seating the 
selected bullet into an empty case 
until it chambers in the rifle with 
the breech fully closed.   Next, seat 
the bullet an additional ten to fifteen 
thousands of an inch (0.010”-0.015”) 
to allow for the fouling that can build 
up in the throat area.  Now, with this 
procedure we have determined two 
measurements that we need to know; 
the maximum overall length of a 
loaded round and the depth to which 
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the bullet will be seated.  The seating 
depth of the bullet also determines 
the approximate powder charge to 
use.  The next step is to measure the 
distance from the tip of the bullet to 
the mouth of the case then transfer 
that measurement to a bare bullet 
and scribe a line on the bare bullet. 
Now, measure the distance from the 
scribed line to the base of the bullet 
then transfer that measurement to 
a short wooden dowel and mark 
around the circumference. Or, if you 
have a depth gauge just set it to that 
measurement. Now we are ready 
to make up a loaded round.  Fill a 
primed case with black powder up 
to the level of where the base of the 
bullet will be seated; checking the 
level by inserting the dowel.  When 
properly filled, the mark on the 
dowel will be even with the case 
mouth.  What we have determined is 
the minimum powder charge to use 
without the powder being compressed 
except for the thickness of the over-
powder wad.  From there I typically 
add enough additional powder to 
the charge to require about 0.060”to 
0.100” compression (including the 
wad thickness) to get the powder 
column compressed to the bullet 
seating depth.  Next, weigh and record 
the powder charge so that the powder 
measure can be set to dispense that 
weight/volume of powder.   Finally, 
seat the bullet to the established depth 
and we have a loaded round.  More 
often than not, for me, this method 
has resulted in an accurate loading 
for a new rifle that needs only a little 
further tweaking and applies to any 
black powder cartridge.

At the Range with the 
John Bodine Rifle

 Shooting prone off cross sticks at 
200 yards, just hoping to get on 

paper, the first two shots struck low, 
side-by-side in the white at 6 o’clock   
The sight was raised and the next six 
shots fired from the new rifle struck 
just above center.  No particular 
attempt was made to shoot a group 
or attention given to good shooting 
practice.  Even so, the six shots 
resulted in a group measuring 2” high 
x 5” wide.  Seeing the potential, I 
settled down and adjusted the sight 
to be centered on the target, then fired 
a 10-shot group without further sight 
adjustments.  Eight of the ten shots 
struck the 10-ring on the 200-yard 
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target resulting in a score of 98-1X.  
Had I adjusted the sight, all ten shots 
would have been in the 10-ring.  Bear 
in mind, this was the first load ever 
tried, and the first group fired in this 
rifle.  Mike Venturino and I were 
chatting once about load development 
once and he remarked, “You can take 
a load that works great and monkey 
with it until it won’t shoot!”  I have 
proved such to myself more than 
once.

For the first few years of 
shooting and competing with 

the rifle it was equipped with a 
globe front sight and a Vernier tang 
sight.  When Pedersoli developed 
their Malcolm-style scope mount I 
was sent one of their mounts along 
with a William Malcolm 6x Long 
Telescopic Sight from Hi- Lux Optics 
(Leatherwood).  The testing for this 
article was accomplished with that 
scope mounted on the rifle.  I have 
previously used the scope on other 
rifles but had never fired the Bodine 
rifle using a scope sight.  The Hi-Lux 
Malcolm scope has very good optics 
and has an adequate field of view for 
target shooting and black powder 
cartridge rifle silhouette matches.  
Therefore, I wanted to try it on the 
Bodine rifle.

 Using the same load as always, 
which consists of 68 gr. Swiss 1- 

½ Fg, Federal 215 Magnum Primer, 
0.060” Fiber Wad from John Walters, 
and a Tru-Bore Creedmoor bullet 
from Steve Brooks that weighs 545 
gr. cast from 30:1 alloy and SPG lube, 
I fired a 200-yard group from a bench 
rest that measures 1.20” wide.  At 500 
meters, shooting at a Ram silhouette 
target from the prone position, using 
cross sticks as a rest, I was able to fire 
a 5-shot group that is approximately 
4” high x 6” wide thus yielding a 
group approximating 1 MOA.  Such 
is equal in accuracy to most modern 
rifles!

 The John Bodine Rifle 
in Competition

So how does the John Bodine 
rifle perform?  Well, without 

hesitation, I must say that this is one 
of the most accurate rifles I have ever 
fired.  Having owned this rifle for 
well over a decade, I have competed 
with it in a wide variety of matches 
and it has achieved high scores and 
top honors including first place in 

the Wyoming Creedmoor and Buffalo 
match, placing in the top ten in the Long 
Range National Championships, and 
second place overall in the California 
State Long Range Championships 
near Sacramento, California.  One 
additional event where the Bodine rifle 
shined was the first ever “Five at 200 
Match” held at the National Matches 
in Raton, NM.  This event was strictly 
a side match to see who could shoot 
the smallest 5-shot group at 200 yards 
from a bench rest or any other shooting 
position.  I chose to shoot from the 
prone position using cross sticks 
and my 5-shot group measured 1.76 
inches; the smallest group recorded.  
That record has since been beat but 
set the bar for other shooters to take 
a crack at.  Additionally, the rifle has 
performed well for me in Silhouette 
matches recording many Master 
Class scores.  I’m certain the rifle will 
continue to perform as well in the 
future as it has in the past.

See ya at the Range.

"...one of the most 
accurate rifles I have 

ever fired..."  
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